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nation also occupied Roosevelt's attention. Old-age
pensions, unemployment insurance, the health of mothers
and child welfare, had long been neglected, and in
1935 he tremendously increased his popularity with
the mass of the people by securing the passage of the
Social Security Act. Meanwhile, amid all the calls
required upon his energy to mend matters at home,
Roosevelt had yet found time to play no small part
in affairs outside the country. It was he who inspired
the World Economic Conference in London, by which
it was hoped some of the world's difficulties might be
solved, and it was not his fault that the Conference was
a failure. In May, 1933, ^e ttiade an effort to promote
international peace, by appealing for the abolition of
all aggressive weapons of war, and in the same year
he supported the League in the Chinese-Japanese dis-
pute. He did, indeed, do his best to ensure both the
recovery and happiness of his own nation and the wel-
fare of the world at large, and when in 1936 he stood
again at the Presidential election he was returned to
the White House by an overwhelming majority.

Roosevelt's second term as President was to witness
the recovery of the United States and the plunging of
Europe into war by Germany for the second time within
twenty-five years. Adolf Hitler had become Chancellor
of Germany in 1933, the same year as Franklin Roose-
velt was inaugurated President of the United States,
and with his advent to power the clouds of another
war had begun to gather over the countries of the
Old World. Mussolini, the Italian dictator, with his
constant boasts and threats, likewise did nothing to